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GENERAL DESCRIPTI0N: The Collls,,Corporat{on ls located wlthln the corporate
llmlts of the Clty of Cllnton, Iowa upon ! portlon of the land generally
descrlbed as the SE l/4 of the Ntl l/4 of Sectlon 14, T8lN, R5E, Cllnton
County, lowa (see rttached maps). The slte ls rpproxlrately 570 feet from
east to west by nearly I,100 feet long north to south rnd contelns
approxlmately 12.5 acres. Collls Corporatlon ls the lrnd owner of record.
In 1987, the amount of lend llsted on the Reglstry ras reduced to nore
rccurately descrlbe the slte ylthout lncludlng unaffected edjacent property.

HIST0RY: CoIlls, Inc. operates r nanufrcturlng faclllty ln Cllnton, Iova uhlch
produces shelvlng, baskets, rnd rccessorles for refrlgerrtlon equlpment.
Steel wlre ls used to fabrlcate products rnd several mtel flnlshlng
technlques tre employed. Technlques lncludlng the pletlng of zlnc followed
by chromlum converslon coatlng, lacquer dtp and baklng, lnd epoxy coatlng.
Collls, Inc. operrted as the Collls Dlvlslon of Chamberlrln l,lanufacturlng
Corporatlon untll ilay 31, 1984. Chamberlaln has owned Collls slnce 1964,
prlor to vhlch the flrm operated lndependently.

From 1970 to 1979 chrome platlng wastewater treatment sludge was placed ln
slx lagoons located on plant property. An est'lmated total of 11090 cublc
yards of sludge vere dlsposed of ln these lmpoundments. This sludge ls a

llsted hazardous waste under hazardous number F006. The lnpoundments were
constructed rlthout any type of llner or leachate collectlon system. The
depth of sludge ls unknown; however, Collls personnel estlmate the sludge
depth to be approxlmately flve feet. Prlor to 1980 slte contamlnatlon
occurred through numerous spllls and leaks from contalners and equipment and
overflows from the lmpoundments. The U.S. EPA has revlewed the status of
these lagoons and has concluded that they are regulated under the RCRA

program. Part or a'lI of four of the orlglnal slx lagoons stlll exlst rt the
slte. The area contalning the orlglnal slx lrgoons ls epproxlmately 150 feet
wlde by 300 feet long, located near the northernmost corner of the plant
slte. Portlons of the exlstlng lagoons have been fllled rnd the contalnnent
embankment graded level wlth surroundlng ground. /

The lagoons also contalned water soluble oll that leached from metal shavlngs
deposlted approxlmately 50 yards from the lagoons ln the late l970rs. Collls
management reported that the oll yas a water soluble type used for coollng
purposes durlng nachlne operatlons. The shavlngs ere now belng dlsposed of
ln dumpsters and hauled off slte.

The Collls faclllty ls posltloned on the alluvlal flood plaln assoclated wlth
the tllsslsslppl Rlver. Typlcal of alluvlal systems, sollrs encountered
across the slte conslst of layers of clay and sllts lnterbedded wlth varylng
thlcknesses of flne to coarse sand or stlty sand. Depths to the llmestone
bedrock range from 6 to 118 feet. In the area of the lagoons, groundwater
flow dlrectlon ls genera'lly from the southeast to the northwest flowlng from
the northern edge of the plan-t bulldlng towards l,lanufacturerrs Dltch.

Surface dralnage ln the northern half of the slte ls generally to the north
or northwest and eventua'lly dralns lnto J,lanufacturerts Dltch. The south half
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of the site drains toward the west-northwest ano'is intercepted by South 19tt
Stree*,. Dralnage f1ow from the southern ha1f of the site enters the
Manufacture'' s Dltch next to the 19th Street Brldge. l.lanufacturer's Ditch
f 'lows southwest approx'imate'ly 3,500 feet to l,li I I Cree[. l,li 1'l Creek runs
approximate'ly 5,000 feet and drains into Beaver Slough, which in turn
discharges lnto the l,lisslsslppl Rlver.

Surface water samples lndlcate that there ls a slgnlficant lncrease in
copper, zinc, total and amenable cyanlde downstream of the plant wastewater
discharge point in ilanufacturerrs Dltch. Coll'ls and EPA agree that this
contaminatlon was caused by the plantrs waste|rater discharge rather than
groundvater flow. Concern over thls contamlnatlon has decreased due to
revlslon of Collis NPDES permlt by IDNR.

Groundrater monltorlng has ldentlfled elevated levels of chromlum, cyan'lde,
nlckel, lead, trlchloroethylene, arsenlc, trans-l,2,-dlchloroethylene,
dlchlorofluoromethane, zlnc, and total organlc halldes.

The EPA recelved a closure plan from ColIls to remove all contamlnated sludge
and soll ln the lagoon area. Remova'l of the hazardous waste sludge began ln
November, 1985 and contlnued untll February, 1987. The closure was approved
by the EPA ln l,larch, 1987. CoIlls suhrltted a groundwater monltorlng plan in
September, 1987 and the EPA ls currently revlewlng lt.

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: No health surveys have been performed specific
to this slte. Past dlscharges of wasteyater and sludges have caused vater
quality vlolatlons ln tllll Creek. The levels of contamlnatlon found in the
groundnater monltorlng wells exceed drlnklng water standards and health
advlsories for arsenlc, lead, dlchlorodlflouromethane, trans-l,2-
dlchloroethylene, and trlchloroethylene. The monltored aqulfer ls not used
as a drlnklng water source.

SITE CI-ASSIFICATI0N: This slte ls presently classlfied as a classrrcfl slte in
accordance wlth 4558. 427 .3.

REC0MMENDED REI,IEDIAL ACTI0N: EPA ls contlnulng to work to close thls slte under
RCRA authorlty. The Department wlll be coordlnatlng wlth EPA to assure
proper cleanup.
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